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The artist who 
has never become 
tired of London

Artist  Jason Brooks  is perhaps best 
known for his fashion illustrations, 
which he regularly contributes to 
Vogue and Elle, but he has always 
been fascinated by cities. London 
Sketchbook is the second instalment 
in his series of illustrated travel 
books:  Paris  was the fi rst  and a 
New York book is in the pipeline. 

“This is a dream publishing 
project for me,” Brooks says. “I’ve 
always loved travelling and taking 
my sketchbooks with me. On a 
subconscious level, I think I’ve been 
preparing for it since my art college 
days of travelling round Turkey or 
Mexico or Guatemala, producing 
colourful sketchbooks.” 

Brooks lives in Brighton with 
his family but has strong ties to  the 
capital. Born in south London, he 
studied at St Martin’s and the Royal 
College of Art and spent a good part of 
his  20s in Ladbroke Grove, where he 
got married. 

“London is very much part of my 
psyche. Now that I live in Brighton I 
really appreciate coming back with 
fresh eyes each time I take the train to 
Victoria,” he says. “I think if you live 
in London it’s easy to become blas e, 
because it has become so familiar, and 
not notice how spectacular it really 
is.” 

With his sketches, Brooks attempts 
to capture the diff erent textures 
and tones of the city, depicting both 
the landmarks and smaller, out-of-
the-way sights and museums. “It 
was really important for the book to 
feel complete, but in a way it’s also 

about sharing my personal take on 
the city.” One chapter focuses on the 
city’s cultural institutions – from 
 Tate Modern to the Freud Museum. 
As Brooks explains: “Each one I’ve 
chosen holds memories for me; they 
have a special signifi cance.” 

For each location, Brooks 
would identify and isolate a key 
feature. “It’s about communicating 
information: paring things  to their 
essentials, getting a single picture to 
convey the atmosphere and some of 
the detail of the place to the reader.” 

Brooks works using various 
mediums: “The technique depends 
on what the architecture lends 
itself to: for the Natural History 
Museum I used very textured paper 
and soft pencils, whereas for  Tate 
Modern I used mainly Photoshop, 
as it suited the industrial-looking 
Turbine Hall.” Although some of 
the fi ner details are added later in 
his studio, he always sketches on 
location. “It really is the only way 
to get that atmosphere, otherwise 
there’s no feeling, no life behind the 
illustrations. It’s so important to go 
there and experience the place.” 

His favourite thing about London 
is “the sheer diversity, which can 
almost be quite overwhelming. But 
if you just delve into it and enjoy it 
it’s just one of the most fascinating 
cities – it’s got so much history and 
it’s evolving constantly”.
 Kathryn Bromwich 

 London Sketchbook is published by 
Laurence King (£19.95). To order it for 
£15.96 go to bookshop.theguardian.com 
or call 0330 333 6846 
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THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE ‘Th ere is something powerful and strangely magical about the interiors of great opera houses .  As a young 
 student  I was lucky enough to be given a ticket to see Rudol f Nureyev and Sylvie Guillem  in Romeo and Juliet, which was extraordinary.’
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THE SAATCHI GALLERY ‘I love the cavernous white spaces : they make me imagine 
what I would like to create and display here.  It’s always an inspiring place to visit.’

TATE MODERN ‘ Monumental art  that 
 generates great public awareness .’
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THE BRITISH MUSEUM ‘The Great Court  is one of London’s most stunning public spaces, with incredible light and that extraordinary 
glass roof. I love the confident and simple way the space is arranged, so I wanted a very symmetrical  view across a double page. ’

THE ROYAL 
ALBERT HALL
‘My graduation 
ceremony 
from the Royal 
College of Art 
was held here, 
which was quite 
unforgettable. ’

THE FREUD 
MUSEUM
‘This museum 
appeals to me 
because I’m 
fascinated by 
other people’s 
workspaces  
and studios . ’
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KEW GARDENS ‘I love the Victorian cast-iron glasshouses : they are wonderful 
pieces of engineering. Entering them feels like stepping back into another time. ’
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